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GLOBAL NE

INDIA Al IMPACT SUMMIT 2026:
THE NEXT DIGITAL REVOLUTION

|
E

The India Al Impact Summit 2026 brought
together delegates from 100+ countries, over 500
global industry leaders, and nearly 1,200 Al
startups and investors, highlighting the growing
global momentum around artificial intelligence.
The summit served as a platform for strategic
collaborations aimed at accelerating Al-driven
economic growth.
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» FEW BIG COLLABORATION OF INDIA:

e The United States and India teamed up,
announcing almost $3 billion in joint Al
investments. They're going after
semiconductor research, expanding cloud
infrastructure, and building new generative Al
innovation centers.

Japan and India shook hands on about $1.2
billion for smarter factories and robotics
under Industry 4.0 initiatives.

The European Union joined in with India too,
launching a €500 million fund focused on
ethical Al and solid data governance.

Israel and India agreed on $300 million for Al-
powered cybersecurity, aiming to make digital
systems tougher.

IMPACT
SUMMIT
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GLOBAL ALLIANCES POWER

» |MPACT & ADVANTAGE FOR INDIA:

For starters, the country's on track to draw in $7 to $8
billion in Al investments over the next few years. That's
not just money, it's about 2 to 3 lakh new high-skilled jobs
popping up in Al and related fields. The digital economy's
getting a major boost, likely hitting $1 trillion by 2030.
Also, India's manufacturing and semiconductor industries
are set to level up. All this action is putting India in the
global top five for Al innovation.

KEY INSIGHTS

India to become one of the top 5 innovation hubs in the
world for artificial intelligence

India to receive $7-8 billion investment in artificial
intelligence from global partnerships

India to create 2-3 lakh high-skilled jobs in artificial
intelligence and related sectors

India's semiconductor industry, manufacturing sector,
fintech industry, and cybersecurity sector to gain from
artificial intelligence
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GOVT NEWS

UNION EUDGET 2026-27- A BLUEFHINT FOR EUSINESS
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On 1st February 2026, Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman , presented the Union Budget 2026-
27 in Parliament with a total estimated
expenditure of ¥53,47,315 crore. She stated that
the government's aim is to ensure ‘Growth with
Stability’ while building a strong economic
foundation for the future. The Budget focuses on
infrastructure, technology, job creation, and
fiscal discipline. Prime Minister Narendra Modi
said, “The Budget strengthens India's journey
towards becoming a developed nation and
supports youth, entrepreneurs, and innovators.”

» Push for Digital and Technology

The Finance Minister emphasized investment in
Al, semiconductor manufacturing, and digital
infrastructure. Stronger digital systems are
expected to improve business efficiency and
expand opportunities in e-commerce and online
services. For marketers, this means a more
advanced digital ecosystem with better tools for
data, advertising, and customer engagement.

» Support for Creators and Innovation
Establishment of AVGC (Animation, Visual Effects,
Gaming & Comics) Content Creator Labs in 15,000
secondary schools and 500 colleges show the
government's interest in strengthening the media
and creator ecosystem. This move is expected to
nurture digital content creation, gaming, and
media innovation, benefiting brands that rely on
content marketing, influencer collaborations, and
digital storytelling.
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» Jobs, Skills, and Consumer Growth

The focus on skilling, youth employment, and
enterprise development is expected to increase
income levels over time. The Budget also includes
development of 20 new National Waterways,
establishment of 5 University Townships near
industrial corridors, ¥2 lakh crore support to states
under the SASClI scheme. These initiatives are
expected to generate employment, improve logistics,
and stimulate industrial growth.

UNION
BUDGET

KEY INSIGHTS

The 2026-27 Budget by Nirmala Sitharaman
focuses on stable, long-term economic growth

Major push for Al, semiconductors, and digital
infrastructure to strengthen the digital economy

AVGC labs will boost the creator, gaming, and
media ecosystem

Infrastructure and state funding aim to create
jobs and drive industrial growth

MARKETING360.IN
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IRAN-ISRAEL TENSIONS AND THEIR RIPPLE EFFECT ON INDUSTRIES

Geopolitical Instability and its Industrial Impact
Rising geopolitical tensions between Iran and Israel
along with reports of explosions in Tehran and
growing instability across the Middle East, are
creating ripple effects across global industries. In an
interconnected global economy, conflicts in
strategically important regions can quickly disrupt
energy markets, supply chains, and investor
sentiment. For businesses and policymakers, such
developments highlight how geopolitical risks can
influence industrial operations and global trade.

Energy Markets Under Pressure

One of the most immediate impacts is seen in the
energy sector. The Middle East accounts for a
significant share of global crude oil production. When
tensions rise in the region, markets anticipate
possible disruptions in supply routes such as the
Strait of Hormuz, a critical passage for global oil
transportation. Even the possibility of disruption can
push oil prices higher, increasing operational costs
for industries dependent on fuel, transportation, and
manufacturing.

Disruptions in Global Logistics and Aviation

Another key concern is the global logistics and
aviation network. Airlines and shipping companies
often reroute their operations during regional
conflicts to avoid risk zones. Longer routes mean
higher fuel consumption, longer transit times, and
increased freight costs. These disruptions can affect
industries reliant on just-in-time supply chains,
including retail, automotive, and electronics.

Financial Market Volatility Amid Uncertainty
Financial markets also react quickly to geopolitical
uncertainty. Investors often move funds from
equities into safe-haven assets such as gold, leading
to fluctuations in stock markets. This volatility can
influence business investments, capital flows, and
expansion strategies

What It Means for India's Economy

For India, the implications are particularly
significant. The country imports more than 80% of
its crude oil, making it highly sensitive to global oil
price. movements. Additionally, the Middle East
remains a crucial trade partner and employment hub
for millions of Indian workers, whose remittances
contribute significantly to the Indian economy.

KEY INSIGHTS

Geopolitical tensions in the Middle East can
rapidly increase global oil prices, raising
operational costs across industries.

Rerouting of air and sea transport can disrupt
global supply chains and increase logistics
expenses.

Financial markets respond to uncertainty with
volatility and increased demand for safe-haven
assets.

MARKETING360.IN



http://www.marketing360.in/

*ﬂ-—mn—rg

PANORAMA | FEBRUARY 2026

JJU‘ oy 1):

February brought a quiet but important update for
India’'s economy. The country's Manufacturing
Purchasing Managers Index (PMI) rose to 56.9, its
highest level in four months, according to a survey
compiled by S&P Global for HSBC. Now here's what
that actually means, without the textbook language.
A number above 50 shows that factories are
producing more than they were before. At 56.9, it's
not just growth, it's strong growth. Orders are rising.
Production is up. Businesses feel more confident
than they did a few months ago.

But why should a marketing student care about
factory output?

Because when factories get busy, brands get louder.

Demand Is Picking Up And It's Coming From Within
India

The report clearly showed that domestic demand is
driving the growth, even though export growth has
slowed down. In simple terms, Indian consumers are
buying more.

When people start spending more steadily:

- Companies stop depending only on discounts.
- Brands invest more in advertising.

+ New products are introduced faster.

This is the shift from “survival selling” to “growth
selling."

Brands Are Regaining Pricing Confidence

Another important point: companies were able to
increase selling prices slightly.
That tells us something crucial, customers are
willing to pay.

When demand is strong:

« Consumers compare less.

- Price increases, face less resistance.
« Premium products perform better.

GLAS
ARE BUSY AGkrN AND THAT'S GOOD NEWS FOR BRANDSS

'

For marketers, this opens doors. Instead of shouting
“SALE", brands can talk about quality, durability,
design, and experience.

Hiring Is Rising, Which Means Future Spending

More jobs mean:

« More disposable income

- More spending on lifestyle products

- More demand for electronics, fashion, dining, travel,
and services

This doesn't happen overnight, but it creates a
spending ripple effect over the next few months.

For brands planning campaigns for mid-year and
festive seasons, this is an early positive signal.

The Bottom Line

February's data tells us one thing clearly: The Indian
consumes arei active again.Economics shows us the
numbers. Marketing shows us the reaction. And right
now, the reaction is building.

KEY INSIGHTS

PMI at 56.9 signals strong industrial expansion

Domestic demand is stronger than export demand
right now

Companies are able to increase prices moderately

Business confidence is improving

Employment growth hints at rising consumer
spending ahead

MARKETING360.IN
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STRENGTHS

« PERFORMANCE LED
BRAND POSITIONING:
Muscleblaze is
positioned as a result-
oriented, performance-
driven sports nutrition
brand catering to
bodybuilders and
athletes.

e STRONG D2C AND
MARKETPLACE
PRESENCE:
MuscleBlaze has a
strong digital-first
strategy through its
parent company
HealthKart, along with
presence on major
marketplaces like
Amazon and Flipkart,
ensuring nationwide
reach.

e FOCUSON
AUTHENTICITY AND
QUALITY:

Product authentication
systems and
compliance with FSSAI
standards strengthen
consumer trustina
category where quality
assurance is critical.

WEAKNESSES

LIMITED
DIFFERENTIATION IN
PROTEIN SEGMENT:
MuscleBlaze whey
protein faces strong
competition from
other sports nutrition
brands offering
similar formulations,
making
differentiation
challenging.

PRICE SENSITIVITY IN
KEY SEGMENTS:
Some MuscleBlaze
products fall in the
mid-to-premium
price range, which
may limit deeper
penetration in Tier-2
and Tier-3 markets.

HIGH DEPENDENCE
ON WHEY PROTEIN
CATEGORY:

Revenue
concentration in
whey increases
exposure to demand
shifts, price volatility,
and commoditization.

OPPORTUNITY

RAPID GROWTH OF
INDIA'S SPORTS
NUTRITION INDUSTRY:
Increasing gym
penetration, protein
awareness, and
structured
supplementation
demand support
category expansion.

EXPANSION INTO
LIFESTYLE AND
PREVENTIVE
NUTRITION:

Moving beyond
hardcore bodybuilding
into everyday
wellness, women's
nutrition, and
functional health can
broaden the consumer
base.

CUSTOMIZED GOAL-
BASED SOLUTIONS:
Offering personalized
stacks and data-driven
supplementation plans
can enhance
differentiation and
repeat purchases.

RO A
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THREATS

INTENSE
COMPETITIVE
LANDSCAPE:

Global and emerging
Indian D2C brands
create continuous
pricing and
innovation pressure.

RISING REGULATORY
SCRUTINY:

Stricter FSSAI norms
on claims, labelling,
and ingredient
transparency
increase compliance
complexity.

VOLATILITY IN RAW
MATERIAL AND
IMPORT COSTS:
Fluctuations in global
whey prices and
dependence on
imported raw
materials can
pressure margins and
pricing
competitiveness.

MARKETING360.IN
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Going Global, Staying
Bonkers

In 2020, Bonkers Corner was just a crazy idea born
in @ modest Mumbai warehouse. Fast forward to
2026, and the brand isn't just a local favourite, it's a
global streetwear contender. With its recent
expansion into the UAE, Bonkers Corner is proving
that Indian street style has a universal language.

But why is Bonkers so relevant right now?

It boils down to a deep understanding of the Gen Z's
fashion preferences. While high-end luxury brands
were selling exclusivity at unattainable prices,
founder Shubham Gupta saw an opportunity in the
gaps. He perfected the oversized silhouette, the
drop-shoulder tees and baggy joggers that define
modern youth culture and made them accessible
without sacrificing quality.

L PANORAMA |FEBRUARY 2026
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The Secret Sauce: Relevance in
Every Stitch

Bk L THE TEAS P s
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The Brand's relevance is fueled by three core
pillars:
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Strategic  Collaboration:  Through  official
collaborations with giants like Marvel, Disney,
and Pokémon, Bonkers transformed apparel into
a form of self-expression. You aren't just
wearing a shirt,you're wearing your fandom.

Price vs. Persona: By keeping price points mostly

between X199 and 1999, they've democratised
drip, making fashion inclusive rather than elitist.

MARKETING360.IN
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The UAE Leap: By launching a dedicated
e-commerce platform in 2025, the brand tapped
into a massive $6.5 billion regional fashion market.
It caters to both the Indian diaspora and global
youth in Dubai who crave trend-first streetwear

with fast localised shipping.

The Shark Tank Validation

The brand's business maturity was cemented in
January 2026 on Shark Tank India Season 5.
Walking in with a X300 crore valuation and
securing a deal with Namita Thapar, Gupta proved
that Bonkers Corner is more than just cool tees, it's
a data-driven powerhouse.

PANORAMA | FEBRUARY 2026

As it scales to 15+ new physical stores and further
Gulf expansion, Bonkers Corner stands as a
testament to the fact that "Make in India" can look
just as sharp on the boulevards of Dubai as it does
in the gullies of Mumbai. The vibe is global, but the
heart remains "Bonkers."

KEY INSIGHTS

Global Expansion: Successfully scaled from
Mumbai to the UAE market

Gen Z Strategy: Affordable, oversized street wear
and major pop-culture collaborations

Market Validation: Secured a Shark Tank India
deal at a ¥300cr valuation

Cultural Export: Proving Indian fashion is a global
contender

MARKETING360.IN
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ch PAIG“ Dove India unveils limited-
BHEAKD“W“ edition collection inspired
by Netflix's Bridgerton
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THE CONCEPT Ule[SUalaany
The creative insight was strikingly clear

Dove partnered with Netflix's Bridgerton for whether it's whispered gossip in a Regency-
‘Let Them Talk’, a story-driven global era ballroom or harsh remarks on social
campaign timed to Season 4. The collection media, it's all the same- just noise. Developed
featured 20 limited-edition  products by agency Mythology and directed by Philippa
including body washes, deodorants, and body Price, the campaign's message was simple

mists, with four exclusive fragrances co- that the other people's opinions don't define
created with Netflix. Gold-foil packaging and you.

the Bridgerton crest made it feel collectible,
not commercial.

<V
DOV€ shondasand | RETFLIX

BRIDGERTON

DITIQN
| MITEE
: THE PLAN
Five real-world creators were placed inside
grand Bridgerton-style ballrooms for the hero
film. The campaign ran globally through
’ o, = influencers, digital content, and in-store
E'RID1 ER ION displays by JDO. At the Season 4 Paris
shoncoland | NETFLIX premiere, real fans stood in the spotlight
alongside the cast creating moments that no
paid placement could manufacture.

—_—  MARKETING360.IN
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THE SPARK AND IMPACT

The campaign worked because the alignment
was genuine. Bridgerton tells stories about
women defying society's expectations. Dove has
spent 20 years saying beauty isn't for others to
decide. That shared foundation was confirmed
by Dove's CGO Marcela Melero and made the
film, fragrance, packaging, and events all speak
the same language. That is what consumers felt.
That feeling is what turns a campaign into a
cultural moment.

CONCLUSION

Authenticity isn't something you can
manufacture at the last minute, it's something
you build, thoughtfully and consistently, from
the first strategic decision to the moment
someone picks it up off the shelf. Find a cultural
partner that genuinely shares your values, build
something worth engaging with, and let every
touchpoint tell the same story. That's the
difference between a campaign people
remember and a product people ignore.

MARKETING CONCEPTS

Co-branding & brand partnership
Integrated marketing communications
(IMC)

Limited-edition product strategy
Emotional branding

PANORAMA | FEBRUARY 2026

KEY INSIGHTS

Dove X Bridgerton partnership worked
due to strong shared values around
challenging beauty norms

Campaign linked Regency gossip to
modern social media judgment,
reinforcing Dove's confidence message

Consistent storytelling across all
touchpoints turned the launch into a
cultural moment
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HOW HUL TURNED RURAL DISTRIBUTION AND SACHET PRICING INTO A BILLION DOLLAR BUSINESS ENGINE ?

Hindustan Unilever Limited is one of the best examples of how a company can truly understand rural India.
Many big companies earlier focused mostly on cities because villages were hard to reach. Roads were poor,
shops were small, and people had lower daily incomes. But HUL saw a huge opportunity. They believed that
if they could make products affordable and accessible, rural India could become a massive market. This
thinking completely changed their business growth.

THE POWER OF SACHET PRICING

One of HUL's smartest moves was introducing
Responsible Digitization shampoo sachets. Instead of selling only big
of Small Entrepreneurs bottles, they started selling tiny packets for just a
in Rural t“d'":'_ 5o few rupees. For many rural customers, buying a
I{ﬁfﬁﬂiiﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂﬂff full bottle was too expensive in one go. But a
Shakti chonnel sachet felt easy and affordable. It matched how
SepLemizer. BOED people in villages usually buy things in small
quantities but regularly. Sachets also made it
easier for small village shops to stock products.
Over time, this small idea turned into a billion-
dollar revenue engine, not just for shampoo but

for many FMCG categories.

EDUCATION BEFORE SELLING

HUL also understood that distribution alone was

not enough. Awareness was equally important.

Many rural consumers did not know why products

like shampoo were useful or how they were

different from traditional methods like soap or

. e homemade alternatives. So HUL focused heavily

i on education-based marketing instead of just
selling.

MARKETING360.IN
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Hindustan, Unilover Limited 28 |
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PROJECT SHAKTI:
WOMEN

A very famous example is their rural woman
entrepreneur initiative (often linked with their
Shakti Ammas model). HUL trained one local
woman from a village about hygiene, product
usage, and basic selling skills. Because she
was from the same community, people
trusted her. She would go house to house
explaining why using shampoo was better for
hair health, how to use it properly, and why
hygiene matters. What made it powerful was
the ripple effect, she trained or influenced
many other women, spreading awareness
across nearby villages. This created both
employment and brand trust.

TRUST THROUGH LOCAL

TILL DATE, FROJECT "SHAKTT
HAS EMPOWERED OVER

72,000 MICRO-ENTREPRENELRE
1M RUAAL Ok,

HUL also used creative rural marketing methods like
van campaigns, local language communication, and
demonstrations in village markets. They made sure
their ads felt relatable, not urban or aspirational in a
distant way.

CHALLENGES IN RURAL EXPANSION
However, they faced limitations too. Rural supply
chains were costly. Seasonal income meant demand
fluctuated. Also, educating customers took time and
patience. But HUL stayed consistent.

Today, HULU's rural strategy is studied in marketing
courses because it shows one simple truth, if you
respect local realities and build trust, rural markets
can become your strongest growth driver.

MARKETING360.IN
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TATA .

move with meaning

GASE IN POINT

TATA MOTORS' STRATEGIC GLOBAL EXPANSION & EV
TRANSFORMATION

Founded as a domestic automobile manufacturer, Tata Motors has strategically evolved into
a globally diversified automotive group. Over the past two decades, through well-timed
acquisitions, international expansion, and a decisive pivot toward electric mobility, Tata
Motors has moved beyond its India-centric roots to become a key player in both mass-market
and luxury automotive segments.

TIMELINE

Tata Motors laid the foundation for its global
expansion by acquiring ‘Daewoo Commercial
Vehicles' in South Korea. This move
strengthened its heavy-truck portfolio and
provided access to advanced manufacturing
and engine technologies. The company

continued its outward push in 2006 through a
joint venture with Brazil-based ‘Marcopolo),
enabling entry into global bus and public

transport markets. These early steps marked
Tata's transition from a regional
manufacturer to an emerging multinational
automaker.

This was the most transformative phase that
came in when Tata Motors acquired ‘Jaguar
Land Rover from Ford' for $2.3 billion. This

acquisition instantly positioned Tata Motors
in the global luxury vehicle segment and
provided access to premium brands, global

distribution networks, and advanced R&D

capabilities. During the same period, Tata also
expanded domestically, reinforcing its
leadership in India's commercial vehicle

market.

MARKETING360.IN
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move with
TATA . meaning —

DFATAL

KEY TAKEAWAYS
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Acquisition-Led Globalisation

Tata Motors used strategic acquisitions to
Tata Motors focused on consolidation and rapidly gain technology, brands, and
capability building. Jaguar Land Rover was global market access

stabilised and revitalised through investments

e el design: SRREElIE By, while Mass-market vehicles in India and luxury
Tata Motors expanded its presence to over 125 vehicles via JLR enabled balanced global
countries. The company leveraged Tata Group growth

synergies in steel, capital, and research to
support long-term global operations.

Dual-Market Strategy

Capability Before Scale

The 2010s consolidation phase strengthened
operations ahead of an aggressive EV
expansion

Tata Motors pivoted decisively toward
electrification, and sustainable mobility. It
emerged as India's leading EV manufacturer,

{:Drﬁmur—”t}, launching models such as the Nexon EV and
Punch EV, while targeting 30% EV sales by
|— expenencea

2030. Globally, JLR became the anchor for
luxury electrification, supported by major
investments in EV platforms, and R&D

infrastructure. By 2024-25, Tata Motors had
firmly positioned itself as a dual-market player,
driving mass EV adoption in India, and premium
electric innovation worldwide.

Today, Tata Motors is no longer viewed solely
as an Indian automaker. It stands as a globally
diversified automotive group, demonstrating
how long-term vision, strategic acquisitions,

and ecosystem thinking can redefine industry
positioning.

MARKETING360.IN
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LA 11°) | GROW SMART WITH ANSOFF!
Bruno, the Fox, runs a small honey business with Pip,

the Bear, always by his side.The honey sells well but
now they're confused, how should they grow next?

£ - e
Our honey
business is

stable now,

but unsure’ that's Y%

not confusion,

that's a growth
question.

So we're doing
well, but unsure
what comes
hext.

know what kind of
growth we should
aim for

46T

When businesses reach'
this stage, they need
clarity on how to grow,
not just that they
should grow.

= . PRODUCTS

That's why a strategist
named Igor Ansoff e EXISTING NEW

created the 'ANSOFF

MARKET PENETRATION PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT
(Old Product + Old Customers) (New Product + Old Customers)

Sell more of the same Make new honey flavours
ﬁ honey to the same forest for animals who already
animals. frust you.

Tulsi honey, ginger honey, wildflower honey,

More jars, better offers, Buy 1 Get 1 Free, N
same customers, something new to try.

bigger bottles, nothing changes except sales

go up. :
> 4

Safest way to grow () Customers already trust you
Less risk, more focus. g Sur‘pmse.fhem with
‘ . : something new.

MARKET DEVELOPMENT DIVERSIFICATION
(Old Product + New Customers) (New Product + New Customers

Sell the same honey to 2
m new animals or new New P"°duc*hﬂ": new .
forests. customers, the biggest risk.

Bruno takes his honey beyond his forest, Honey soap, honey candles, sold in a different
nearby forests, and new animal groups. forest, everything is new.

. High risk 3
Same product High reward (only if planned &4
New markets, wider reach. =S well). —~

The Ansoff Matrix explains
growth through two simple
choices: what you sell and

And every option That clarity is Now it makes who you sell to.

ftuck.,. we were felt risky ) exactly wha: we sense why ‘ ”
just unsure how because we didn’t needed! choosing blindly

to grow. see the full . could e wrong,

p | picture. 9o ureng

EXISTING

It answers just two simple
questions:
=| Same product or new product?
and Same customers or new
customers?

MARKETS

hen you put
these two

questions together,
you get four clear
ways to grow.

By changing neither, one or both, businesses get
four clear ways to grow, each with a different
level of risk. 'ANSOFF MATRIX' helps you
choose the right path before taking the next
step.

THE END.



1 i L
THE HEW Anwl.mlmmm ,;
o

IKEA’s Scandi-
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NEW CREATOR ECONOMY
STRATEGIC COLLABORATION FOR BRANDS
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